KIDS COUNT SOUTH CAROLINA

RACE FOR RESULTS
Building Opportunity for South Carolina’s Children

MILESTONES

MEASURE FUTURE OPPORTUNITY
The future prosperity of South Carolina and the United
States is dependent on giving all children the opportunity
to succeed. Here at home and across this nation, children
are not hitting important milestones and families accross
racial lines are struggling. In South Carolina that struggle
is even greater, especially for children and families of color.
Our state’s future is in jeopardy.
The data indicates an urgent situation. South Carolina’s
children, families and communities are at great risk,
especially those children who are African-American or
Hispanic/Latino. By 2018, children of color will represent
the majority of children in the United States; and by 2030,
people of color will make up the majority of the labor
force. The time is now for us to take action and heed the
warning signs.
Children’s Trust wants all South Carolina’s children to grow
into adults, prepared to compete with their peers here
and around the world. We want children, regardless of
the color of their skin, to have access to early education,
to graduate from high school and to live free from the
negative effects of poverty.
Children’s Trust produces this work as the KIDS COUNT
grantee for South Carolina. KIDS COUNT, a project of the
Annie E. Casey Foundation, released a national report,
Race for Results: Building a Path to Opportunity for All
Children. The report unveiled the new Race for Results
index, which compares how children are progressing
on key milestones across racial and ethnic groups at the
national and state level.

Help us improve the lives
of all children so they are
ready for the future.

As Children’s Trust supports policies, grows programs and
identifies areas where targeted strategies and investments
are needed, specific milestones helps us to understand
how we can most effectively work on behalf of all children.
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MILESTONE

PRESCHOOL AND EARLY LEARNING
KEY POINT
While South Carolina is close to the national average

EDUCATION
South Carolina children ages 3-5 enrolled in
nursery school, preschool or kindergarten

for children ages 3-5 enrolled in preschool, a significant
number (44 percent) of South Carolina’s Hispanic/Latino
children are not enrolled in nursery school, preschool
or kindergarten.

59%

44%

CONTEXT
We know that the earliest years of child’s life are the
most important. During these early years, when most
brain development occurs, negative experiences can
have life-long effects. But with a strong educational
start, children can more easily stay on track to remain
in school, graduate and continue their post-secondary
education and training.

South Carolina

Hispanic/Latino

South Carolina’s Hispanic/Latino children are
at a distinct disadvantage compared to white
and African-American children.

MILESTONE

READING PROFICIENCY BY GRADE 4
KEY POINT
In South Carolina and across the United States, children

EDUCATION
South Carolina children not
proficient in reading by grade 4

are struggling to be proficient readers by the fourth

87%

grade. The majority of South Carolina’s children are not
proficient readers and the picture is especially grim for
children of color.

72%

79%

CONTEXT
Before the third grade, children are learning to read in
school. As children begin fourth grade, learning shifts
and children are using reading skills to learn. Without
those reading skills in place, future success in school is
in jeopardy.

Children’s Trust of South Carolina

South Carolina African-American
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MILESTONE

MATH PROFICIENCY BY GRADE 8
KEY POINT
Like their peers in the United States, South Carolina’s
children (72 percent) struggle with math proficency.
Hispanic/Latino children and African-American children

EDUCATION
South Carolina children
not proficient in math by grade 8

87%
77%

suffer even greater deficits.

57%

CONTEXT
Children who are proficient in math have a much
greater likelihood of continuing education past high
school and securing well-paying employment. They will
have the foundational skills needed to compete in an
ever-growing technical skills-based job market.
African-American

Hispanic/Latino

White

MILESTONE

GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL
ON TIME
KEY POINT
South Carolina’s youth are measurably behind their

EDUCATION
Children not graduating
high school on time

peers in the nation in high school graduation rates.
African-American (38 percent ) and American Indian (40
percent) children struggle the most in South Carolina.

CONTEXT
Students who graduate from high school on time are

32%

more likely to continue on to community colleges,
technical schools and universities. We know that youth

22%

who have earned high school diplomas are more
employable and will have higher incomes than those
who fail to graduate.

United States

South Carolina

On average, South Carolina is 10 percentage
points behind our peers in the nation.
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MILESTONE

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
IN POVERTY
KEY POINT

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY
South Carolina children and families
living in poverty

More than half of all South Carolina’s children live in
poverty. The poverty rate is higher, however, for South

73%

Carolina’s children of color.

51%

CONTEXT

36%

Growing up in poverty is one of the greatest threats
to healthy child development. Poverty and financial
stress can impede children’s physical development and
learning. Poverty can also contribute to behavioral,
social and emotional problems and poor health. The
risks are greatest for those who are the youngest.

South Carolina

African-American

White

MILESTONE

HIGH-POVERTY COMMUNITIES
KEY POINT
More than one-third of South Carolina’s children

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY
South Carolina children living
in poor communities

(35 percent) live in neighborhoods where they will
have a greater struggle to thrive. For children of color
the disparity is especially stark.

CONTEXT
Children who live in neighborhoods with access

53%

44%

to strong social and cultural institutions, such as

23%

safety resources, good schools and quality support
services, are more likely to thrive and succeed later
in life. By contrast, children who live in high-poverty
neighborhoods are more likely to have poorer schools,
greater unemployment, higher crime rates and a host

African-American

Hispanic/Latino

White

of additional stressors that can limit a child’s ability to
thrive and find future economic stability.
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INVESTING FOR SOUTH CAROLINA’S CHILDREN
South Carolina has made strides for its children, but much work remains
to ensure a path to success for every child. Children’s Trust reccomends
the following investment stragegies and goals.
 Develop and implement promising and evidence-based
programs and practices focused on improving outcomes for
children and youth of color.
 Integrate economic inclusion strategies within economic and
workforce development efforts.
 All families, African-American, Hispanic/Latino, Asian Pacific
Islander and white, who want their children to be enrolled in
high-quality nursery school, preschool, or kindergarten should
have the opportunity to do so.
 All of South Carolina’s children should be proficient in reading
and math.
 American Indian, African-American and Hispanic/Latino
students should all be graduating from high school on-time
and have the opportunity to secure employment or attend
post-secondary institutions.
 African-American and Hispanic/Latino families need economic
stability and quality neighborhoods to support positive
development for their children.
We encourage all South Carolina citizens who care about our children
– parents, families, service providers, business owners, legislators and
advocates – to use the Race for Results South Carolina report to make
decisions that will better the lives of children and families they work for
and serve. When South Carolina’s children and families are successful,
then South Carolina’s businesses, schools, and neighborhoods will
be successful.
To access more Race for Results South Carolina data, please visit
http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data#SC/2/2702/2704.
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RACE FOR RESULTS INDEX INDICATORS (PERCENTAGES)
South Carolina’s children trail their peers across the nation in 11 out of 12 indicators. African-American and Hispanic/Latino children
are significantly behind in almost all categories and face greater disadvantages for future success.

YEAR

NATIONAL
AVERAGE

SOUTH
CAROLINA

S.C.
AFRICAN
AMERICAN

S.C.
AMERICAN
INDIAN

S.C. ASIAN
PACIFIC
ISLANDER

S.C.
HISPANIC/
LATINO

S.C. WHITE

Babies born at normal birthweight

2011

92

90

85

S

91

94

92

Children ages 3-5 enrolled in nursery
school, preschool or kindergarten*

2010-2012

60

59

61

84

70

44

61

Fourth graders who scored at
or above proficient in reading*

2013

34

28

13

S

S

21

39

Eighth graders who scored at
or above proficient in math*

2013

34

31

13

S

S

23

43

Females ages 15-19 who delay
childbearing until adulthood

2010

93

92

88

92

97

87

94

High school students
graduating on time*

2009-2010

78

68

62

60

97

66

73

Young adults ages 19-26
who are in school or working

2010-2012

83

80

70

77

91

78

85

Young adults ages 25-29 who have
completed an associate’s degree or higher

2010-2012

39

35

22

S

58

13

43

Children who live with a household member
who has at least a high school diploma

2010-2012

85

86

83

81

92

59

91

Children who live in
two-parent families

2010-2012

68

61

35

49

82

67

75

Children who live in families with income
at or above 200% of poverty*

2010-2012

55

49

27

46

61

27

64

Children who live in low-poverty
areas (poverty <20%)*

2007-2011

74

65

47

S

83

56

77

Note: S = data are suppressed if the margins of error are high.
* Indicators featured in this analysis.
Children’s Trust of South Carolina is proud to partner with the Annie E. Casey Foundation on KIDS COUNT South Carolina. The Annie E. Casey Foundation funded this
research. We thank them for their support but acknowledge that the finding and conclusion presented in this report and in these resources are those of Children’s Trust
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Foundation.
Sources
The Annie E. Casey Foundation. (2014). Race for Results: Building a Path to
Opportunity for All Children. http://aecf.org/resources/race-for-results
The Annie E. Casey Foundation. (2013). 2013 Data Book: State trends in child
well-being. http://aecf.org/resources/the-2013-kids-count-data-book
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